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Life inside Perkins Park — An up-close look at 
what it's like to be homeless in Brockton 
Christopher Butler 

The Enterprise 

This article is part one of a three-part series by The Enterprise on homelessness in 

Brockton. 

BROCKTON – The coffee truck comes early in the morning. The driver parks 
on the street, on the edge of the entrance to Perkins Park. He comes a few 
times every week, passing out coffee and breakfast. He usually leaves before 9 
a.m. 

Some locals congregate on the sidewalk outside the park, while others sit on a 
ledge around the park’s perimeter. 

The day inside of Perkins Park begins. 

The afternoons seem calm and slow. People lounge in the shade under the 
trees, sipping on coffee from Styrofoam cups, or watermelon-flavored juice 
from plastic bottles or Captain Morgan rum from tiny nips. Some pick up 
lunch from Father Bill’s & MainSpring shelter next door and eat sandwiches in 
the shade of the large oak tree. 

Father Bill’s & MainSpring closes in the morning. People who stayed the 
previous night have to leave between 7:30 a.m. and 8 a.m. They can't come 
back until 6 p.m. They're allowed to leave their belongings inside if they plan 
to return the next night. 

 

 

https://www.enterprisenews.com/staff/9471418002/christopher-butler/
https://www.enterprisenews.com/story/news/drugs/2022/02/16/brockton-dirty-needles-mike-smith-cleans-up-drug-paraphernalia/6583408001/
https://www.enterprisenews.com/story/news/homelessness/2022/04/22/brockton-homelessness-father-bills-mainspring-moving-manley-street-downtown/7370551001/
https://www.enterprisenews.com/picture-gallery/news/homelessness/2022/10/20/brockton-homelessness-perkins-park-father-bills-mainspring/8080138001/
https://www.enterprisenews.com/picture-gallery/news/homelessness/2022/10/20/brockton-homelessness-perkins-park-father-bills-mainspring/8080138001/
https://www.enterprisenews.com/picture-gallery/news/homelessness/2022/10/20/brockton-homelessness-perkins-park-father-bills-mainspring/8080138001/


Pat Ronan, a Father Bill's & MainSpring spokesperson, said the shelter 
provides beds for roughly 130 individual adults each night, 
totaling approximately 1,000 individual adults per year. Father Bill's President 
John Yazwinski said the fastest-growing age group the shelter provides 
services for is 18- to 24-year-olds. 

Between 60% and 70% of people who use the shelter's services are temporarily 
homeless, using the services for a few months. Roughly 20% to 30% are 
"chronically homeless." 

According to Jazmine Bradsher, Brockton's director of social services, there 
are between 50 and 60 people in Brockton who currently live on the streets 
long-term, but the number is often difficult to accurately determine. 

"People who are struggling with homelessness don't want to be homeless," 
said Yaszwinski. 

 

Homelessness in Brockton has changed over the last 10 to 11 years. In the 
past, people experiencing homelessness set up tents in makeshift "tent 
cities." But many were removed during the tenure of Brockton's late former 
Mayor Bill Carpenter. 

Most people experiencing homelessness in Brockton today spend the day at 
Elm Street Day Center. 

Perkins Park regulars are a 'family'  

But for those who spend their time in Perkins Park, they’ve built somewhat of 
a close-knit community. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5PsdMydAkdo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5PsdMydAkdo
https://www.enterprisenews.com/story/news/local/2019/02/24/mayor-brockton-may-buy-develop/5849348007/


Many people described the park as a “family.” As one person said, it’s mostly a 
judgment-free area. Others understand your situation, or at least as much as 
they can. 

 

They often protect each other. It’s obvious when someone conspicuous enters 
that park. When someone is seen as getting harassed – by a reporter, a police 
officer – others step in to ward off the intruder dipping their toe into their 
privacy. 

When asked by The Enterprise about their experiences, many people decided 
not to comment. Others shared their concerns and worries: Why the city won’t 
build more affordable housing, why the police monitor the park so heavily. 

 

Is Perkins Park Brockton's 'Mass & Cass'? 

Perkins Park has a reputation for being a hotbed for substance use and 
violence. Fire Chief Brian Nardelli said the Fire Department frequently 



responds to overdoses in that area of the city. Even some people experiencing 
homelessness said that only “druggies” spend time in the park. 

According to Bradsher, there is often a stigma that people experiencing 
homelessness also use substances, but only a small number of unhoused 
Brocktonians do so, she said. 

Among those experiencing homelessness who struggle with substance-use 
disorders, alcohol and opioids like heroin and, particularly, fentanyl are used 
most commonly, Bradsher and Yazwinski said. 

"Part of the problem here is, especially with the park, the drug dealers are 
preying on the homeless," Yazwinski said. 

 

Bradsher said that those who struggle with substance-use disorders are often 
reluctant to spend a night inside a shelter where alcohol and drugs are 
banned. 

Donna Dougherty, 68, is homeless, and volunteers for the Keys of the 
Kingdom Tabernacle of Prayer – an old church next door to the park. She 
often serves food to other people who are unhoused through the bars of the 
gate covering the church’s front door. 



 

She doesn’t use drugs but said that she’s a “gambler.” After going though 
intense depression and a divorce, she became homeless. She used to live in the 
old "tent city," but now, she spends time with her neighbors in Perkins Park. 

“These are my people. This is my community,” she said one afternoon in July. 
Her voice shook. Her eyes nearly began to swell, a slight smile across her face. 

Another man close by chuckled as he picked up a large-sized plastic Dunkin' 
cup filled with new syringes off a black and red blanket spread out across the 
grass. 

“He always laughs at me when I start to cry,” she said. 

The man laughed again before walking away. 

 

Police presence 



Earlier in the day, roughly 100 yards away on the other side of the church, a 
police car lurched forward to a halt. The officer parked there to monitor the 
area. The police often keep a watchful eye on the park and those within it. 

“Why don’t you write about why the police come in and kick people out of the 
park. It’s a public park,” one woman said. 

According to some in the park, the police only cause a ruckus when someone is 
doing something illegal. Otherwise, they leave them alone. 

 

But with the reputation of violence and drug use the park holds, the police and 
fire departments often frequent the area. 

"I've lived through enough deaths, the city does nothing to help," 
said Dougherty. 

Brockton Police Department Director of Communications Darren Duarte said 
that "police respond to the park for medical emergencies and when receiving 
complaints of illegal drug activity, public drinking and other quality-of-life 
Issues and crimes." 

Yazwinski said that since the pandemic began, Brockton has seen an uptick in 
substance use among the homeless community. 

"That's not a homeless issue. We have to tackle that as a substance-use issue," 
he said. 

According to Yazwinski, that is not unique to Brockton. Across many areas of 
the state, the number of people who are unhoused has grown in the last two 
years. 



"We're seeing it in all the communities, not just in the Brocktons or the 
Quincys. We're seeing those increases in some of the suburban communities," 
he said. 

Dougherty leans against the metal fence that runs between the park and the 
church. She turns away and begins walking back to the church. She turned to 
look once more at the park. 

"It looks like the cop left," she said. 

Enterprise staff reporter Chris Butler can be reached by email 
at cbutler@enterprisenews.com. You can follow him on Twitter 
at @Chr1sButler. Support local journalism by purchasing a digital or print 
subscription to The Enterprise today. 
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Inside Father Bill's dilapidated shelter 
in Brockton 
Christopher Butler 

The Enterprise 

This article is part two of a three-part series by The Enterprise on 
homelessness in Brockton.  

 

BROCKTON – The grayscale, three-story building that houses Father Bill’s & 
MainSpring homeless shelter was built in the early 1900s, but a lot has 
changed since its days as a commercial center. 

The bowling alley in the building’s basement was removed long ago, and now 
the space acts as the women’s dormitory. On the top floor, the large open 
room used to be a concert hall complete with a small stage and plenty of 
dancing room. Now, the old, wood-lined hall houses 40 metal bunk beds with 
white sheets on white mattresses where the men sleep. 

Inside the shelter’s lobby, the old creaky wooden floors, doors and walls show 
the building’s age. It almost seems charming. 

Since the shelter acquired the building, it’s provided emergency shelter for 
roughly 130 people each night. Thousands have stayed there over the years. 

But beyond providing emergency shelter for Brocktonians experiencing 
homelessness, there are many resources available at Father Bill's for people 
who are in need. As the shelter’s President John Yazwinski said, it operates as 
a “safety net.” 

https://www.enterprisenews.com/staff/9471418002/christopher-butler/
https://helpfbms.org/
https://helpfbms.org/
https://www.enterprisenews.com/story/news/homelessness/2022/10/20/brockton-perkins-park-up-close-look-life-homeless-people/10522634002/
https://www.enterprisenews.com/story/news/homelessness/2022/10/20/brockton-perkins-park-up-close-look-life-homeless-people/10522634002/


 

Staff from Brockton Neighborhood Health Center (BNHC) provide health care 
for those staying in the shelter. One section of the building is reserved as a 
medical room, where people who are recovering from illness or injury can 
stay. Case managers help those who are in the midst of legal battles, from 
divorce cases and debt payments to drug charges. The work express center 
helps unemployed people find jobs. 

“Father Bill’s is a safety net for people, and from there we connect them with 
more of the community resources,” Yazwinski said. 

'If you give somebody a room' 

Since Yazwinski joined Father Bill's & MainSpring in 2007, almost 700 units 
of affordable housing have been acquired by the shelter. 

Most recently, a 32-unit apartment building called Jeff's Place was built next 
door to the shelter in 2010. The residents are all people who have used the 
shelter's services – half are retired veterans, the other half are people who 
were chronically homeless. 



 

"We've been able to see through research that it's more cost-effective, it's 
cheaper for the taxpayer, to not manage the homelessness for that person 
because they're going in and out of all these expensive systems of care. If you 
give somebody a room, their own apartment, you start to see all of those 
activities decreased greatly," said Yazwinski. 

"We're not just advocating for the housing, but we're developing it." 

He said that 93% of people they provided with housing stayed housed for at 
least three years. 

During the pandemic, as the virus rampaged through the shelter, forcing 
Father Bill's to limit capacity, it acquired the former Roadway Inn on Belmont 
Street to use as additional emergency shelter space. 

Plans for various luxury and market-rate apartment complexes are emerging 
across Brockton, particularly in the downtown neighborhoods. Yazwinski said 
that these expensive housing units are out of reach for Brocktontonians who 
are elderly and retired, or who have low-paying jobs. According to him, people 
between ages 18 and 24 are the fastest growing age group experiencing 
homelessness, followed by the elderly. 

"We're just not, as a commonwealth, producing enough affordable housing," 
he said. 

"We can't keep building just luxury housing." 

https://www.enterprisenews.com/story/news/homelessness/2021/10/23/brockton-rodeway-inn-hotel-apartments-homeless-1005-bemont-street/8522158002/
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'It's like a prison down there' 

Several people experiencing homelessness decried the decrepit conditions 
inside Father Bill's & Mainspring shelter. They found rats, mice and mold in 
the women's dorms, broken tiles, torn-down shower curtains and flooded 
bathrooms, they said. Patrick O'Keefe, 49, who stopped using the shelter's 
services after recently securing his own place, said that he had to roll up the 
ends of his pants to walk through the bathroom. 

"It's like a prison down there," he said. "It's like boot camp." 

 

According to some of the shelter's guests, the broken elevator in the building 
adds challenges for handicapped guests. Holes burrowed by rodents trying to 
sneak inside can be found along the building's perimeter. The poor air 
circulation in the basement leads to mold in the women's bathroom. There 
aren't enough blankets or towels to accommodate every guest. 

“Our MainSpring House emergency shelter operates out of a 128-year-old 
building which was never intended to be a home to over 130 people per night. 
While our organization has made major investments toward renovations and 
accessibility upgrades over the past four decades, the building at 54 North 
Main St. most certainly still has its challenges," said Yazwinski in a statement 
to The Enterprise. 

On top of its dilapidated condition, multiple guests said some staff are rude to 
those seeking shelter, sometimes verbally abusing them and unnecessarily 



take away much-needed privileges. Plus, a culture of stealing from one 
another looms over the building 

"As soon as you walk in, you get this vibe ... It's very tense," said Richelle 
Green, 35, who came to the shelter with her mother in February. 

 

At times, up to 14 days will pass before a person meets with their assigned 
case manager, and registration is usually slow and backed-up, said the guests. 

“We serve a vulnerable population, many of whom are experiencing the most 
difficult period of their lives and have nowhere else to go. Our staff, who work 
incredibly hard and whose efforts on the frontlines during the pandemic have 
been heroic, are expected to treat every guest with the respect, dignity, and 
compassion that they deserve," said Yazkwinski in a statement. 

'Best practices:' New day center on Manley Street 

Currently, Father Bill's closes during the day. People who stayed the previous 
night have to leave between 7:30 a.m. and 8 a.m. They can't come back until 6 
p.m., leaving many people experiencing homelessness to roam the streets 
during the day. While most spend time at the Elm Street Day Center, some 
spent time in Perkins Park. 

Plans for a new facility are already under way. Located at 124 Manley St. next 
to the Brockton VA Medical Center, the new shelter will be open during the 
day, and be a "one-stop shop" for emergency resources that's open 24 hours a 
day, according to Yazwinski. 

https://www.enterprisenews.com/story/news/homelessness/2022/10/20/brockton-perkins-park-up-close-look-life-homeless-people/10522634002/
https://www.enterprisenews.com/story/news/homelessness/2022/04/22/brockton-homelessness-father-bills-mainspring-moving-manley-street-downtown/7370551001/


 

"These ongoing challenges underscore the need to re-envision the shelter 
response in a more suitable facility, which is why we’re excited about our 
planned Housing Resource Center at 124 Manley St., a state-of-the-art 
development that will offer daytime supports including homelessness 
prevention, diversion and rapid re-housing, in addition to providing overnight 
shelter," Yazwinski said in a statement. 

The focus of the new facility will shift from emergency services to preventive 
services for people at-risk of becoming homeless. Also on the property will be 
a 32-unit apartment complex that will provide permanent housing for its 
residents. Ultimately, the updated facility uses "best practices" for caring for 
vulnerable populations. 

A similar Father Bill's & MainSpring facility is already under construction in 
Quincy, while the incoming site in Brockton still needs more funding. 

The site was approved by the Brockton Planning Board at an Oct. 12 meeting, 
but Yazwinski said the project could cost $18 million, with around $12 million 
coming from public funding. The shelter received $4.4 million in funding from 
the state in July for the facility. 

"We need to take care of our most vulnerable neighbors," said Yazwinski. 

 



 
 
HOMELESSNESS 

What would it take to end homelessness in Brockton — 

as luxury housing keeps popping up? 
Christopher Butler 
The Enterprise 

This article is part three of a three-part series by The Enterprise on homelessness in Brockton. 

Read parts one and two here. 

 

BROCKTON — Two men stood at the intersection of Montello and Centre 
streets in downtown Brockton. One man, dressed in a gray winter coat, tipped 
the open top of the dark red Dunkin’ cup in his hand toward the queue of cars 
stretching down Montello Street as they waited at the red light. 

When the light turned green, the cars drove past the man and through the 
intersection. 

The other man stood in the bike lane on Centre Street, swaying left to right as 
he held out a green Dunkin’ cup. 

Finally, a woman in a silver car with torn metal just above the front bumper 
rolled down her window and handed something to the man before driving 
away. 

Overlooking the intersection was Enso Flats, a 113-unit high-rise apartment 
building downtown. 

Meanwhile, another man wandered down the middle of Main Street, just two 
blocks away from Perkins Park. He reached a cup toward the driver of a tall, 
burgundy semitruck carrying construction equipment on its trailer. 
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“Thank you, God bless,” he said to the driver. 

 

Recently, panhandling became legal again in Brockton. In May, the Brockton 
City Council voted to repeal an ordinance banning panhandling —– a law that 
was rarely enforced. The law was enacted in 2019 by a unanimous vote but 
was repealed due to freedom of speech concerns. 

"We have an issue with panhandling, especially at the mall," said City 
Councilor Shirley Asack of Ward 7 in May. "We were told by the ruling of the 
general court that we needed to repeal it.” 

The local government has taken a more progressive approach to tackling 
homelessness in recent years than in the city’s past, even compared to less 
than a decade ago. 

“My whole mantra has been we have to have a compassionate approach,” said 
Mayor Robert Sullivan in an interview with The Enterprise. 

 

'A tough mission' 

https://www.enterprisenews.com/story/news/local/2022/05/13/brockton-city-council-repeals-ordinance-that-outlawed-panhandling-after-sjc-ruling-ma-fall-river/9744336002/
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John Yazwinski, president of Father Bill’s & MainSpring homeless 
shelter near Perkins Park, said that although the public is generally supportive 
of the shelter, it does receive some criticism. 

"We definitely have a tough mission. There's a stereotype of the homeless," 
Yazwinski said. "There's people who struggle with our mission, who don't 
support us. We face 'not in my backyard' issues when we try to site buildings 
for housing." 

At least a thousand people come through the shelter each year, where 
resources are backed up and living conditions are decrepit, according to 
several guests who have stayed there. Stealing among the guests happens 
frequently, they said. And according to an analysis of police calls by The 
Enterprise, there were multiple reports of disturbances at the shelter and park 
over the past summer and fall and occasional reports of violence. 

 

'We need to work together' 

On a hot afternoon in July, a woman sat on an upside-down bucket 
underneath a tree in Perkins Park, with the bottoms of her feet in the dirt 
between a tangle of tree roots. 

"Why doesn't [the mayor] put some floor down here? This hurts my feet," she 
said, shifting her weight. 

'Trying to forgive her':Sister of slain Brockton brothers speaks out 

According to Yazwinski, providing affordable housing for citizens experiencing 
homelessness could help reduce other city-wide issues like opioid use. 
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"If you give somebody a room, their own apartment, you start to see all of 
those activities decreased greatly," said Yazwinski. 

 

 

"The goal is to get people in their own living quarters," said Sullivan. "We need 
to make sure we're helping people." 

A state-of-the-art housing resource center 

Father Bill's & MainSpring plans to construct an $18 million Housing 
Resource Center at 124 Manley St. across from the veterans hospital. The 
state-of-the-art facility will include 32 affordable housing units. 

Sullivan said in an interview that he supports the project. 

In addition, during one of the hottest recent summers in Brockton, the 
mayor's office supplied people experiencing homelessness with fans and 
cooling supplies. 

"They are residents of our city," Sullivan said. "We treat people with respect, 
whether they live in a house or on the street." 

Affordable vs. luxury housing 

Golden Circle is a small apartment development that sits at the corner of 
Spring and Pleasant streets. The development's 19 units are leased by 
Brockton Housing Authority to families who can't afford market-rate housing. 

The Brockton Housing Authority owns 16 properties, some with 100 units or 
more, across the city that serve as affordable housing for seniors and families. 
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According to Brockton zoning adopted under a state affordable housing law 
called Chapter 40R, any market-rate apartment development built in the city's 
downtown district and on Thatcher Street must reserve at least 20% of its 
units for affordable housing. Developments classified as luxury are exempt 
from the law. 

 

Enso Flats, the 113-unit high rise looming above the two men panhandling, is 
a market-rate complex that qualifies for Chapter 40R, meaning that 20% of 
the units are affordable housing. 

Still, Yazwinski said that there isn't enough affordable housing in Brockton to 
account for the homeless population. 

"We're just not, as a commonwealth, producing enough affordable housing," 
he said. "We can't keep building just luxury housing." 

Blinking lights:Maddening blue lights finally stop blinking after Enterprise 
blows the whistle 

Plans for luxury housing developments are popping up across the city, 
particularly downtown. The old gym where famous Brockton boxer Marvelous 
Marvin Hagler trained is becoming luxury apartments. Building developer Ted 
Carman said in April that one-bedroom apartments could cost $1,700 per 
month. 

As construction in downtown Brockton continues, the need for affordable 
housing still persists, Yazwinski said. 

"As long as I'm mayor there will always be a happy medium of market price 
and affordable housing," Sullivan said. 

 

https://www.mass.gov/service-details/chapter-40r
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Small Business Development Program 

Business Assistance ROUND 2 

Guide 

 

APPLICATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED FROM JANUARY 11TH 2023 – FEBRUARY 10TH  2023 

 

Brockton Redevelopment Authority is providing access to funds to small businesses impacted 

by Covid19, including startups (businesses recently opened or are in the last phase of getting ready 

to open). The idea is to benefit small businesses that did not previously qualify for funds and 

startups that have also been impacted during the pandemic limiting their opportunity to get started. 

This assistance will meet funding challenges, supporting short-term liquidity and funding 

availability, and fostering startups' ability to grasp emerging business opportunities.  

 

This program is funded with 57.14 % of the allocation for the City of Brockton's Community 

Development Block Grant Small Business Development, and it's available to small businesses that 

meet specific requirements as outlined in the Brockton Redevelopment Authority's Policies and 

Procedures for Small Business Assistance.  

The City of Brockton recognizes entrepreneurship opportunities as a high priority, and it is 

necessary to provide the assistance needed to take Brockton businesses to the next level. Therefore 

20% of the total program amount will be allocated to startup businesses that meet the eligibility 

criteria.   

 

Eligibility Criteria: 

- Must have a commercial business location (brick and mortar) within the City of 

Brockton (home-based businesses are ineligible). 

- Must be a private for-profit business legally registered and operating within the City of 

Brockton (sole proprietorships, partnerships, corporation, or LLC) 

- Must have $1 million or less in annual gross revenue. IRS form Schedule C (sole 

proprietorship), or form 1120 (corporations), or other IRS forms as may be necessary 

to evidence for-profit business status and $1 million or less in annual gross revenue. 

- Must have 50 or fewer W-2 employees (including the business owner(s) at the time of 

application.  

- Must be owned by a person whose annual income is at or below the HUD low to 

moderate income guidelines for Brockton, MA HUD Metro FMR Area; OR the 

business must retain at least one low to moderate income job / position for at least six 

(6) months. HUD Income Guidelines can be found at Version 9.4 SAS System Output 

(huduser.gov) 

https://www.huduser.gov/portal/datasets/home-datasets/files/HOME_IncomeLmts_State_MA_2022.pdf
https://www.huduser.gov/portal/datasets/home-datasets/files/HOME_IncomeLmts_State_MA_2022.pdf
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- Startup businesses will be evaluated on a case-by-case basis upon business plan review 

and interview.   

 

 

 

Ineligible businesses  

• Businesses which received funds from the City of Brockton CDBG-CV Small Business 

Assistance Program round 1 are not eligible for this round 2. 

• Nonprofit organizations/businesses. 

• Businesses such as real estate, multi-level marketing, adult entertainment, cannabis, 

firearms, social clubs, check cashing agencies, pawnshops, liquor stores, tattoo parlors, 

dollar stores, and franchises of national and regional chains. Independently owned 

franchises will be considered on a case-by-case basis. 

 

Program Goal:  

• Finance and retool small businesses to provide working capital for operations, and general 

admin costs 

• Prioritize businesses in industries directly affected by covid-19 that have not previously 

received financial assistance.   

 

Businesses are eligible to receive up to $10,000.00 intended to aid job creation and retention and 

minimize gaps to maintain business continuity. The funding may be used for the following 

critical needs:  

- Expenses that would not have usually occurred without the COVID-19 pandemic 

Personal Protective Equipment and other COVID-19-related costs 

- General business expenses, including rent, mortgage payment, utilities (Electric, 

Natural Gas, Water, Internet, Telephone, etc.) 

- Payroll or employee training, or any other applicable expenses. 

 

Ineligible Use of Funds: 

 

In addition to CDBG-CV-ineligible costs outlined in 24 CFR 570, funds under this Program may 

not be used to: 

• Pay off non-business debt, such as personal credit cards for purchases not associated with 

the business.  

• Purchase personal expenses such as buying a new family car or making repairs to a 

participant’s home.  

• Direct financing to political activities or paying off taxes and fines. 

• Purchase personal items or support other businesses in which the borrower may have an 

interest.  

• Construction costs 
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Businesses may receive reimbursement under this program for the following documented business 

expenses incurred during 6 months between July 1, 2022, and December 31, 2022. 

The most common supporting documents to substantiate the eligibility of reimbursable expenses 

are receipts, invoices, and proof of payment. Below are examples of the forms of documentation 

that will be requested: 

Itemized Receipt Invoice Proof of Payment 

 

An original document from  

the merchant showing: 

 

An original document from  

the merchant showing 

Needed in tandem with an  

invoice 

• Merchant’s Name 

• Transaction Date 

• Amount Paid 

• Description of purchased  

item(s) 

• Description of additional  

charges (taxes, service,  

delivery, etc.) 

• Form of payment used 

 

• Merchant’s Name 

• Invoice Date 

• Amount Billed 

• Description of billed item(s) 

• Description of additional  

charges (taxes, service,  

delivery, etc.) 

 

• Photocopy of a cancelled  

check (front and back) 

• Credit card sales slip 

• Monthly credit card  

statement 
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In addition to expense documentation, applicants will also be required to provide the following: 

• Documentation evidencing application to, approval from, or rejection by any state or federal 

agencies for disaster assistance related to the COVID-19 pandemic.  

• If the business received funds from a state or federal agency, documentation of the amount of 

funds received and the uses of those funds which still leaves an “unmet need” will also be 

required to assist the BRA in establishing that “no duplication of benefits” will result from the 

award of this grant. 

• If the applicant / Business Owner is the position used to qualify for the retained LMI job / 

position: Submit applicant’s most recently completed 2020 or 2021 IRS Form 1040 (all 

owners 51% of business or more) detailing applicant’s adjusted gross income. 

AND submit a completed Self-Certification of Income Form for applicant / Business Owner.  

OR 

If the retention of one or more LMI jobs / positions is to be used to qualify the  

business for the grant program: Submit a completed Self-Certification of Income Form for  

Qualifying Employees or QuickBooks, General Ledger, Payroll Statements or Canceled  

Checks to evidence payment by the business of a LMI wage for job / position to be retained 

➢ Self-Certification of Income Form for Applicant / Business Owner (if the applicant /  

Business owner is the position used to qualify for the retained LIME job / position). 

➢ Self-Certification of Income Form for Qualifying Employees (or QuickBooks, General  

Ledger, Payroll Statements or Canceled Checks to evidence payment by the business of  

a LMI wage for a job / position). 
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Other requirements: 

- Business owners must provide income verification. 

- Only one business per owner is eligible for applying. Multiple applications from co-

owners or others affiliated with a previously submitted application will not be 

awarded. 

- Business must demonstrate at the time of application that it is current on all state and 

local taxes.  

- Certificate of Good Standing from the State of MA  

- Assistance funds cannot be used to reimburse costs paid by another source. The 

business will be required to submit a signed Duplication of Benefits Certification for 

CDBG-CV Funds Form (Appendix A of Final Application). 

 

Grantmaking: 

Businesses meeting the requirements above shall be considered eligible for a $10,000 maximum 

grant award to assist with up to six (6) months of qualifying expenses. Note: the 6-month period 

does not need to be sequential. The BRA will disperse grant fund award payments directly to the 

applicant. Awardee will be required to obtain Unique Entity ID online and provide an IRS W9 

form (Request for Taxpayer Identification Number).   

This grant is intended for business expenses incurred on or after July 1, 2022. The BRA reserves 

the right to reject any or all applications received and/or negotiate or cancel in part or in entirety 

grants resulting from application awards if it is in the BRA’s best interest to do so. The BRA 

further reserves the right to establish the amount of grant funds awarded; raise the individual 

grant ceilings; and to award funds to other applicant(s) should funds become available. 

How to apply: 

Business owners may apply for Brockton Small Business Assistance at the following web address: 

Brockton Small Business Assistance - Google Forms 

Qualifying businesses selected to receive grants will be contacted by the BRA Small Business 

Development team with a request to submit additional documentation prior to issuance of grant 

award. If an application is incomplete and requires additional documentation, applicants will be 

notified and given five (5) business days to respond or submit necessary documentation. If the 

applicant is unable to complete the application, it will be denied. The most common types of 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/160GKIjQwMrtyhsO0l6LDWujTQuWjT1Aq6Bst9X2K3TU/edit
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supporting documents to substantiate the eligibility of reimbursable expenses are receipts, 

invoices, and proofs of payment.  

Documentation Requirements: 

Eligible business must provide additional information. This information may include, but is not 

limited to:  

- A copy of the applicant’s government-issued identification card or driver’s license 

- Business 2020 and 2021 tax return  

- Owner(s)’s household 2021 tax return(s).  

- Documentation of income of owner(s)’s household. 

- Documented loss equal to or greater than the requested assistance. 

- Documentation of business’s gross reported income in 2021 and for the first quarter of 

2022. 

- Certification of non-duplication of benefits.  

- Valid business certificate.  

- W-9 Form. 

- SAM - Unique Entity ID formerly known as DUNS number. 

 

 

 

During the application process, applicants will be asked to provide personal information including 

name, address, phone number, gender, race, and ethnicity of owners to satisfy federal CDBG 

reporting requirements. 

 

 

Application Confidentiality: All personal and business financial information will be kept 

confidential to the extent permitted by law. Files submitted by applicants with personal and 

business confidential information will be securely stored. 

 

 

Application Process: 

 

1. Application launch and project development – applications will be accepted starting 

Wednesday, January 11, 2023. 

2. Webinar - TBA 

3. Application completed and forms submitted by 5:00 pm on the last day of the application 

period. 

4. Application Review and Grant determination  

5. The BRA team will draft CDBG-CV Grant Agreement and forwards to applicant for review 

and execution. 

6. Funds disbursement 
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7. BRA team will follow-up with the awardee six (6) months post award to ensure at least  

8. one (1) job / position has been retained. Awardee may be required to provide additional 

documentation to the BRA at that time. 

 

Grant Closing Process: 

Upon successfully completing the application process, the BRA will prepare for the grant closing 

by preparing the closing documents. BRA will review invoice requests and initiate the 

reimbursement payment process. CDBG-CV funds will only be disbursed for reimbursement to 

the borrower for documented eligible project expenses or may be paid directly to third-party 

vendors for invoices. 

 

IMPORTANT NOTE: Any grant award may be considered taxable income and you will receive 

a 1099 for the funds at the end of this tax reporting year. Each business should consult with its 

tax professionals to determine whether the grant award is considered taxable income. Each grant 

recipient will be required to provide BRA with a current W-9. Additionally, any grant recipient 

found to be in violation of the Duplication of Benefits requirement or found to have expended 

grant funds on ineligible expenses will be required to repay all grant funding awarded by this 

program. 

 

 

 Application Review: 

 

Awarded small businesses will be, through the Agreement, required to make available to the 

BRA evidence of expenditures and outcomes through a one-time end of program report that 

contains the following information:  

- How the funds were utilized  

- How funds helped the business survive and/or grow  

- How the funds affected revenue generation 

- How the funds assisted in retaining and creating jobs 

 

 

 

Scoring Criteria: 

The following criteria will be used by the Brockton Redevelopment Authority to prioritize grant 

projects: 

- Number of jobs created  

- Growth potential  

- General quality of the business plan  

- Community Impact 

- Other funding secured  

- The Brockton Redevelopment Authority also reserves the right to make the final 

determination of any person’s or organization’s eligibility and/or qualifications for 
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program benefits, and to make allocation of program benefits as it may, in sole discretion 

deem appropriate 

 

 

 

Contact for Questions 

If you need assistance completing the application, please contact the Small Business 

Development team at Brockton Redevelopment Authority. Please include your name, address, 

and phone number. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Khady Mascarenhas 

Director of Small Business Development 

C:508-818-1770 

Fax: 508-905-5518 

kmascarenhas@BrocktonRedevelopmentAuthority.com 

 

 

mailto:kmascarenhas@BrocktonRedevelopmentAuthority.com
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LINKS 

 

Apply for an Employer Identification Number (EIN) Online | Internal Revenue Service (irs.gov) 

 

SAM.gov | Entity Registrations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.irs.gov/businesses/small-businesses-self-employed/apply-for-an-employer-identification-number-ein-online
https://sam.gov/content/entity-registration
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CATEGORY: $ (NUMERICAL VAUES ONLY) 

 

Approved Use of 

Funds 

 AMOUNT  

Payroll / Benefits to 

Support and Retain 

Employees 

 

   

Rent for Leased 

Property 

 

   

Mortgage Payments 

for Owned Property 

 

   

Utilities 

 

   

Accounts Payable / 

Operating Expenses 

 

   

Other (If other, please 

explain) 

 

   

 

ASSISTANCE 

REQUEST TOTAL 

(Should not exceed 

grant amount request) 

  



 
 

It brings us great pleasure to announce to that Cabo 
Vegan’s inaugural ribbon cutting will be taking place 

on January 20th, 2023 at their first  
DOWNTOWN BROCKTON  

 
Brick & Mortar location on 20 Main Street 

11:30am  
 

The Downtown Brockton Association wishes  
Tome & Valery  

and  
Cabo Vegan  
all the best!  
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Haitian Community Partners Foundation 
7th Annual Black-Tie Gala 

 
January 5, 2023 
 

Dear Friend and Supporter: 

Haitian Community Partners Foundation (HCPF) would be honored by your presence at our 7th 
Annual Gala and Awards Ceremony.  Our theme this year is “Restoration.”  Dale Carnegie’s words 
ring true today: “Most of the important things in the world have been accomplished by people who 
have kept on trying, when there seems to be no hope at all.”  We continue to restore our community 
after the devastation of the pandemic and the loss of essential emotional and social services. 

We need your support in restoring our community to its full potential while celebrating those who 
have made significant contributions to moving our families from isolation to a sense of normalcy.   
Your much-needed help cements our programmatic success in the Brockton community at large.  
Please mark your calendar for Saturday, April 15, 2023, 6:00 PM – 11:00 PM.   This is the date 
of the Gala, which will be held at the Regency-Embassy Ballroom at Lombardo’s, 6 Billings 
Street, Randolph, MA.  Our cocktail hour is 6:00 PM to 7:00 PM.  Dinner will be served with 
festivities, including a silent auction and raffles. 

You are a valued partner and community leader.  As a partner, you are supporting high-quality local 
programming for Brockton families.  HCPF is a nonprofit organization with the required 501(c) (3) 
designation by the Internal Revenue Service.  Your donation is tax-deductible.  The applicable tax-
exempt number for your records is 47-2052693.  

We are excited to offer three (3) wonderful options for supporting the Haitian Community Partners 
Foundation, as identified on page 2.  However, the Platinum selection maximizes your entity's 
exposure.  A $3,000.00 sponsorship offers your organization to be featured in our gala’s booklet, a 
spot on our special donor wall during the gala, and be part of our videography titled “Why you 
donate.”   
 
Please see the attached sheet to choose an option that best fits your organization’s needs. 
Please feel free to contact me directly with any questions you may have; because of the importance 
of this effort, I am providing my mobile number, 508-944-1970. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Marline Amedee 
President 

mailto:info@hcpfoundation.org
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Gala & Awards Ceremony 

Saturday, April 15, 2023, 7:00 PM 
Regency-Embassy Ballroom at Lombardo’s 

6 Billings Street, Randolph, MA 
Sponsorship Benefits 
PLATINUM -- $3,000 

Full-page advertisement (8”x10”) in the event program book 
 A table for 10 guests at the Benefit Gala  
 Mention in promotional radio advertising running for six weeks on a local station 
 Special donors wall, gift bag 
 Be part of the video clip of why you donate   
GOLD -- $2,000 
 Half-page advertisement (8”x5”) in the event program book 
 Admission for 10 guests with assigned company seating 
 Mention in promotional ratio advertisement for three weeks on local station  
SILVER -- $1,000 
 Quarter-page advertisement in the event program book 
 Admission for 5 guests at the Benefit Gala with assigned company seating 
 Mention in a promotional radio advertisement running for 1 week on a local station 
———————————————————————————————— 
I want to purchase: 

_____ Platinum   _____Gold  ______ Silver 
Name _______________________________________________________________________ 
Company Name ________________________________________________________________ 
City / State / Zip_______________________________________________________________ 
Phone (_______)_____________________ email_____________________@__________ 
Total Contribution amount $_________________ 

Please make check payable to  
Haitian Community Partners, Inc.  

71 Legion Parkway Suite #22, Brockton, MA 02303  
Contact: Marline Amedee (508) 944-1970 

mailto:info@hcpfoundation.org






D.W. FIELD PARK SURVEY

D.W. FIELD PARK INITIATIVE
REVITALIZING THE PARK FOR PEOPLE AND PLANET

Learn more at
www.wildlandstrust.org/dwfieldpark

Survey
Kistionáriu
Sondaj
Questionário
Encuesta

www.bit.ly/dwfield
Please help improve D.W. Field Park 

by taking this short survey now.







How many police calls are there really to Perkins Park? We 

drilled down to find out. 
Christopher Butler 
The Enterprise 

BROCKTON — The neighborhood surrounding Father Bill’s & MainSpring 
homeless shelter and the adjacent Perkins Park has developed a reputation for 
being fraught with substance use and violence. 

But just how many many police calls are there really to the area? 

The Enterprise obtained 96 dispatch logs from the Brockton Police 
Department recording any major instance when police were called to 
the Father Bill’s & MainSpring homeless shelter near Perkins Park between 
June 22 and Nov. 27, 2022. 

Most calls were classified as a “disturbance,” when individuals loitered on the 
building’s porch and were asked to leave, or when unregistered guests refused 
to leave the premises, in some cases yelling or screaming. Several instances 
involved alcohol or drugs. At least two of these disturbances involved 
weapons, but no injuries occurred. 

Twice, police were called to the scene because a person was allegedly dealing 
drugs. Twice, a few individuals were allegedly using drugs behind the shed on 
the edge of the shelter’s parking lot. In all cases, the individuals left the scene. 

Police were called six times due to reports of a mental health crisis, most of 
which were classified as a “welfare check.” 

 

https://www.enterprisenews.com/staff/9471418002/christopher-butler/
https://www.enterprisenews.com/story/news/homelessness/2022/11/02/brockton-homeless-shelter-inside-father-bills-mainspring/69606641007/
https://www.enterprisenews.com/story/news/homelessness/2022/11/02/brockton-homeless-shelter-inside-father-bills-mainspring/69606641007/
https://www.enterprisenews.com/story/news/politics/county/2017/11/13/perkins-park-re-opens-in/17032620007/
https://www.enterprisenews.com/story/news/homelessness/2022/11/02/brockton-homeless-shelter-inside-father-bills-mainspring/69606641007/
https://www.enterprisenews.com/story/news/politics/county/2017/11/13/perkins-park-re-opens-in/17032620007/


In July, in one of a few reports that involved physical violence, a man was 
allegedly beaten and stripped naked outside the shelter by two other men. In 
August, a woman was allegedly raped and pepper-sprayed by five to six men 
inside Perkins Park. 

In October, a guest said she was left outside the shelter and the staff wouldn't 
let her back in. 

"It's cold outside," she told the officers when they arrived, according to the log. 

According to public records obtained from the Brockton Fire Department, the 
fire crew responded to 365 overdoses between June 1 and Nov. 30 across the 
city. 

According to BPD records, two of these incidents occurred near Perkins Park. 

 

 

 

https://info.evidon.com/pub_info/573
https://info.evidon.com/pub_info/573
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